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Let Us Clear the Clutter

See how good it looks 
(and feels) to create more 

space in your life!
We provide fast and 

affordable junk removal and 
hauling services, for your 

home or business.

No job too big 
or too small!
Call us today for a free quote.

Jeremy Meyer
Washington, Mo.
(573) 552-6829

DUMPSTER RENTALS AVAILABLE

Josh Schaning

Spring marks the return of flowering plants and 
warm weather. And homeowners know that 
spring also ushers in the return of home reno-

vation season.
Homeowners undoubtedly have an extensive list 

of projects on their to-do list this spring, and that 
may include helping their lawns and gardens recover 
after a long winter. Unpredictable weather, which can 
include drought and excessive rainfall and everything 
in between, can take its toll on a lawn. In certain 
instances, the best solution may be planting new 
grass. But homeowners can consider these tips before 
they begin the process of reseeding or replanting their 
lawns.

• Scarify the lawn. Scarifying a lawn can help 
to create a clean slate, but the timing must be right. 
Various lawn and garden experts, including those at 
BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine, recommend scar-
ifying in spring or early autumn. But don’t jump the 
gun when scarifying in spring by scarifying before 
the lawn has started to grow after a dormant winter. 
Scarify when the soil is a little wet and the grass is 
once again actively growing. Scarfiying can remove 

any lingering weeds from last season and also pull up 
any moss that might have taken hold over the winter. 
Without weeds and moss to contend with, freshly 
planted seeds are in better position to thrive.

• Work with a landscaping professional. Home-
owners with manageable lawns can likely scarify 
their own lawns with a relatively inexpensive plug-in 
scarifier. However, scarifying can be a strenuous 
physical activity, particularly for homeowners with 
large lawns. In such instances, homeowners can 
benefit from working with a qualified landscaping 
professional. Such a professional can scarify the lawn 
and subsequently reseed or replant new grass. The 
latter task is not so simple, as the lawn care experts at 
Scotts® note that choosing the correct seed is a vital 
part of reseeding or replanting a lawn. Choosing seed 
may sound simple, but it’s a potentially complex de-
cision that requires knowledge of the existing grass, 
including when to plant it. Certain grasses are best 
planted in spring or early fall, while others are best 
planted in summer. A qualified landscaping profes-

What to know about reseeding or 
replanting your lawn

HOMEOWNERS CAN consider these tips before they begin the process of reseeding or replanting their lawns.

See RESEEDING on Page 3
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SALES, SERVICE AND INSTALLATION

PROFESSIONAL • INSURED
Residential and Commercial  
Garage Doors and Openers

1875 HWY. A • Washington, Mo.
636-239-1144 1-888-239-1144 

www.schaeferdoor.com
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sional can identify the existing grass and 
plan the seeding or planting around this 
important detail.

• Prepare to water the lawn. Water-
ing is vital to the long-term success and 
health of freshly planted grass seed. 
Scotts® urges homeowners to keep the 
top inch of soil consistently moist, but 
not soggy. That requires a daily commit-
ment, and setting a multi-function hose 
nozzle or sprinkler to the mist setting 
once per day or more if it’s hot outside 
can increase the chances grass will grow 
in thick and strong. Scotts® recommends 
keeping the top two inches of the soil 
moist until the new grass reaches a mow-
ing height of roughly three inches. Once 
that benchmark has been reached, water-
ing frequency can be cut back to about 
twice per week, but now the soil should 
be deeply soaked instead of misted. The 
soaking will help roots grow deep into 
the soil.

Spring is a great time for homeowners 
in various regions to reseed or replant 
their lawns. With the right approach, 
homeowners can enjoy a full and lush 
lawn throughout summer.

Reseeding • from page 2

Millions of people 
embrace opportu-
nities to get back in 

their gardens each spring, and 
they might be reaping more 
rewards from that activity 
than they realize. According 
to the American Institute 
of Stress, gardening sparks 
a level of creativity among 
enthusiasts, and that can help 
to alleviate stress by lower-
ing levels of the hormone 
cortisol. In addition, authors 
of a 2022 study published in 
the journal Urban Forestry & 
Urban Greening concluded 
that gardening during the 
COVID-19 pandemic helped 
people cope with corona-
virus-related stress through 
outdoor activity.

Gardening offers more  
than a day in the sun

GARDENING SPARKS a level of creativity among enthusiasts, and that can help to alleviate 
stress by lowering levels of the hormone cortisol.
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  Big or Small,
We Have It All.

+ Lumber + Roofing + Siding 
+ Decking + Concrete + Drywall 
+ Insulation +  Tools + Hardware 
+ Plumbing + Lawn & Garden 
+ Plumbing + Electrical + Paint
+ Home Decor + Millwork + Rental 
+ Ready-Mixed Concrete + & More

573-486-9000

BUILDING MATERIALS 
RENTAL CENTER

HOME DECOR
573-486-2131

HermannLumber.com

603 Market St. Hermann • 573-486-2131
HermannLumber.com

573-486-9000

BUILDING MATERIALS 
RENTAL CENTER

HOME DECOR
573-486-2131

HermannLumber.com

3168 Piezuch Road, Owensville, Mo.

• Ponds • Lakes • Disking 
• Trenching • Clearing Brush 

• Gravel Hauling • Driveways 
• Brush-hogging

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

Schneider’s Schneider’s 
Excavating, LLCExcavating, LLC

Buddy Schneider: 573-437-2269
Tharon Schneider: 573-694-4835

THERE’S NO better time to invest in a home, particularly outdoor spaces, to make them welcoming respites.
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Backyards have long been places to 
unwind and enjoy some peace and 
quiet surrounded by nature. 

Thanks in part to financial instability 
brought on by rising inflation and mea-
sures to tame it, homeowners may decide 
to forgo traditional vacations in favor of 
staying home this season. There’s no bet-
ter time to invest in a home, particularly 
outdoor spaces, to make them welcoming 
respites. The following are some ways to 
accomplish that goal.

Incorporate a water feature
The sound of trickling or bubbling 

water can make surroundings more 
serene. A low-maintenance water feature 
can help to create a calming ambiance. A 
fountain that does not require a collection 
pond will reduce the chance it becomes a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes. Locating 
the fountain out of the sun can keep algae 
growth at a minimum.

Add lights for ambiance
Outdoor lighting options include 

professionally installed, hardwired lights 

on the home itself or accent lighting that 
draws attention to trees or architectural 
structures on the property. It also may 
include twinkling lights, which some con-
sider a must-have for any outdoor retreat. 
Lights come in all types and price points. 
Hang them on porches, pergolas or ce-
ment posts inside decorative planters and 
then string lights between the posts. This 
way the lighting can be moved around as 
desired.

Lounging spots
A comfortable outdoor loveseat or 

chairs may be a focal point of the yard, 
but build in some additional cozy spots 
specifically for lounging around. Nestle 
a hammock in a quiet corner of the yard, 
or enhance a chaise lounge with throw 
pillows and a large umbrella for napping 
poolside.

Add lushness with plants
Plants can transform any space. Use a 

combination of planted varieties around 
the yard, then enhance certain areas with 
potted plants as needed. Plants can make 

an area more warm and inviting, plus they 
give butterflies, bees and hummingbirds 
places to stop by and visit. Consider the 
help of a professional landscaper to bring 
a vision of a lush, plant-filled retreat to 
life.

Blend in the pool or spa
With some unique landscape architec-

ture, the pool or hot tub can be built right 
into the landscape, making it a cohesive 
part of the design. This can make the yard 
seem even more like an oasis, especially 
when the pool is flanked by a waterfall or 
bubbling fountain.

Add some music
Thanks to wireless speakers that rely 

on Bluetooth technology, it’s easy to have 
music piped right into the backyard. Set 
up a wireless speaker in an inconspicuous 
spot, such as inside a planter or in the 
rafters of a gazebo. 

Turning a backyard into an oasis can 
provide the respite many people look for 
on their properties. 

Various Other Decorative Rock Available

DECORATIVE STONE 
SUPPLY, LLC
573-764-3700

$$1818  
     1/2 yard     1/2 yard

$$3434  
     yard     yard

$$4545  
     1/2 yard     1/2 yard

DOUBLE GROUND 
HARDWOOD MULCH

COLORED MULCH

BLACK TRAP ROCK

$$1313  
     1/2 yard     1/2 yard

$$2424  
     yard     yard

BARRETT 
MATERIALS, INC. 

BELLE PLANT 

James L. Barrett 
3880 Boeuf Creek Rd.
New Haven, MO 63068 

Office: 636-239-1122
Residence: 636-239-2917

Cell: 636-357-2857
Email: barrettmaterialsinc@gmail.com

Crushed Stone • Sand • Gravel • Ag Lime • Hauling 

265 Roberts Trail • Belle, MO 65013
Office: 573-859-6006

Turn a backyard into your own relaxing respite Turn a backyard into your own relaxing respite Did you 
know? 

Home buyers must confront a host 
of variables in the best of times, but in 
recent years buyers have been forced to 
contend with a real estate market marked 
by a significant increase in home prices. 
According to the Federal Reserve Bank 
of St. Louis, the median home sales 
price in the third quarter of 2023 was 
$431,000. That marks a significant in-
crease since the start of 2020, when the 
median sales price was $329,000. That 
31 percent increase in a little less than 
four full years can be traced to a host 
of variables, not the least of which is 
the global COVID-19 pandemic, which 
officially earned that designation in 
early March 2020. But the rise in home 
prices is not as recent a phenomenon 
as some may think. In fact, data from 
the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis 
indicates the median home sales price 
rose by 576 percent between 1980 and 
the third quarter of 2023.
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10-2019   Property 5.4c 

Shelter what matters most.

Your home is more than a building to you. It’s your 
window to the world and a safe haven when you need it. 
Call us to find out how Shelter’s Homeowners Insurance 
can help strengthen your financial foundation. Shelter 
what matters most. 

Agent Name 
Street

City, State Zip
Phone No.

Email@ShelterInsurance.com

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com                AUTO • HOME • LIFE

1.

3.

Your home is your window to the
world and a safe haven when you 
need it. Shelter what matters most.
We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

Agent Name 
Address

Phone No.
Email@ShelterInsurance.com

2.

®

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

®

Shelter what matters most.

®

Shelter what matters most.
Your home is your window to the
world and a safe haven when you 
need it. Shelter what matters most.

Agent Name 
Address

Phone No.

Kyle Meyer
1210 W Hwy 28, Ste B 

Owensville, MO 
573-437-2522 

(next to Orscheln Farm & Home)

KyleMeyer@ShelterInsurance.com

Call us for available 
Ameren Rebates

Plumbing & Heating
MACIEJEWSKI

INC.

Plumbing    Heating    Air Conditioning
P.O. BOX 559, 610 E. HWY. 28    OWENSVILLE, MO  
(573) 437-3214

HIGH EFFICIENCY GAS FURNACES
ELECTRIC HEAT PUMPS & GEOTHERMAL

Find the right fit for your 
family and budget with our 
full range of heating and 
cooling solutions

Call today to scheduled a 
checkup for your AC unit 
before summer arrives.

The drip of a faucet, the bang of 
pipes and the visible signs of a leak 
under the sink are some notable 

indicators of plumbing problems. Other, 
potentially serious issues may not be so 
evident. How can homeowners tell if they 
have potential plumbing problems? The 
following are some sights and sounds that 
indicate it is time to call in a plumber.

• Banging or clanking: Plumbers refer 
to these noises as water hammer. This 
is when a rush of water forces through 
the pipe and bumps into a closed valve, 
producing a metallic noise. Something is 
in the pipe that is restricting water flow. 
Over time, the flow of water meeting an 
obstacle could loosen pipe joints as the 
water tries to find an easier workaround.

• Pipe discoloration: If there is any sign 
of discoloration on pipes, particularly rust, 
it could be a symptom of a dripping sink 
or drain line that is slowly leaking. A slow 
leak can eventually turn into a big mess if 
left unattended.

• Sewer smells: Pipes need traps and 
vents. Traps are designed to prevent sewer 
gas from entering the home, while vents 
channel sewer odor up to the roof. If there 

are sewer smells, it could mean a trap has 
dried out or a vent line is cracked, says 
Family Handyman.

• Low water pressure: If you turn on 
the faucet and the water pressure is poor, 
it could be the result of a clog or a leak 
somewhere in the system. Pipes that are 
improperly sized for a home also can 
affect pressure.

• Sluggish drains: Clearing drains is 
perhaps the only plumbing problem that 
homeowners should address themselves. 
More often than not, drains that fail to 
drain quickly have a blockage such as hair 
or other debris. If attempts to clear the 
drain do not work, it is best to bring in a 
professional plumber.

• Shaking sounds: Water can cause 
occasional noises, but if the sounds are 
frequent, the pipes are not secured firmly 
enough. A plumber will need to tighten 
the mounting straps or even completely 
replace them.

Plumbing issues are nothing to take 
lightly, as small problems can quickly 
escalate and cause thousands of dollars in 
damage.

Symptoms of plumbing problems



Spring 
Tool Sale

FROM

HAASE HOME SUPPLY
331 S. Hwy. H  Gerald, Missouri  (573) 764-2313

MILWAUKEE CORDLESS YARD TOOLS
M18 Cordless String Trimmer Kit (2828-21)  

now only
$$2392390000

now only
$$1891899999

Cordless Blower
(2724-20)

M12 FUEL™ HATCHET™ CORDLESS 6” 
PRUNING SAW KIT #2527-21

$27499

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2024 ■ PAGE 7BHome & GardenHome & Garden

New plants can add much to a land-
scape. Whether they’re replacing 
plants that are no longer thriving 

or being added to supplement an existing 
landscape, new plants are an affordable 
way to give a home’s exterior a whole 
new look.

Much consideration is given to which 
plants to add to a landscape. That’s 
understandable, as homeowners want to 
choose plants that will thrive and won’t 
compromise the health of surrounding 
plants and trees. Before planting or even 
choosing plants, it’s important to plan for 
new additions to a landscape. Preparing 
the landscape can inform homeowners 
about which plants to purchase and can 
ensure they thrive after planting.

• Document sunlight exposure. Plants 
have different needs, and one of the 
biggest differences between species is the 
amount of sunlight they need to thrive. 
According to Penn State Extension, 
plants characterized as “full sun” require 
six or more hours of sunlight per day, 
while those considered “partial sun” need 
between four and six hours of sunlight per 
day. Plants designated as “partial shade” 
need two to four hours of sun per day, 
while “shade” plants need less than two 
hours of sunlight a day. Documenting 
sunlight exposure in advance gives home-
owners an idea of which plants should be 
planted and where they should be planted. 
Jot down these observations in a jour-
nal over several weeks and then choose 
plants that will thrive in each area.

• Test the soil. A soil pH test is a 
simple and quick way to determine the 
acidity of soil. Soil pH levels will indicate 
how likely a plant is to thrive in a given 
spot. High levels won’t necessarily mean 
an area should be avoided, as  some 
plants thrive in acidic soils. Additional 
soil tests can determine other characteris-
tics, such as the nutrient levels of soil and 
the amount of organic matter it contains. 
Each of these variables can help home-
owners make the right choices as they 
introduce new plants to their properties.

• Consider local wildlife. If local 
wildlife makes its presence known on a 
property, homeowners may want to take 
proactive steps prior to planting anything 
new. A new fence might prevent animals 
like deer from getting in, but that likely 
won’t do much to repel smaller animals 

like squirrels, rabbits or foxes. If wildlife 
is a concern, homeowners can seek advice 
at their local garden center about which 
plants certain animals are likely to ignore. 
Homeowners who want to attract wild-
life can do the same in reverse, choosing 
plants wildlife will be drawn to. Home-
owners who want to deter wildlife should 
erect fencing or other barriers prior to 
planting.

• Clear space if necessary. Plants grow 
up and out, and cramped quarters can 
make it hard for new plants to thrive. 
Some may thrive but only at the expense 
of other plants. If necessary, clear space 
prior to planting to ensure plants have 
ample space to grow.

Some pre-planting landscape prepara-
tion can ensure new plants thrive.

How to prepare 
landscapes for new 

plants



Washington 
636-390-9944

New Haven 
573-237-3051

Pacific 
636-271-3051

Gerald
573-764-3051

www.citizensbankmo.bank

Real Estate & Home Loans

Your Community Bank for 90 Years

NMLS #627466

Call us for more information
DANNY BRANSON

 OWENSVILLE, MO 65066      573.308.8105

FULL TREE SERVICE INCLUDING 
TRIMMING & REMOVAL. 
FREE ESTIMATES.
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See AWNINGS on Page 9

Homeowners recognize that up-
grades can improve the function-
ality and comfort of their homes. 

Improving outdoor spaces has proven 
particularly popular of late. The National 
Association of Home Builders reports that 
outdoor living has been propelled to the 
top of homeowner wish lists. Plus, a re-
cent survey conducted by the New Home 
Trends Institute found connection to the 
outdoors/nature and outdoor entertaining 
ranked high among desired home designs.

One way to make outdoor spaces more 
accommodating is through the installation 
of awnings. Many homeowners would 
like to enhance their homes with awnings 
but do not know where to begin. Learning 
about the various types of awnings can 
help homeowners determine which option 
best suits their needs.

Fixed awnings
Fixed awnings are stationary on a 

building’s exterior. While the awnings are 
generally stable, they can be damaged by 
snow or wind. It’s key to find an instal-
lation expert to make sure the awning is 

A guide to various types of home awnings

LEARNING ABOUT the various types of awnings can help homeowners determine which option best suits their needs.
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The earth saves me money.

Visit www.TakeControlAndSave.coop to find out how you 
can start saving energy and money too!
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The earth 
saves me money.

I had a ground-source heat pump installed 
at my house. Now I pay half as much to 

heat and cool my home, and heat some of 
my water for free.

I try to help ‘save the earth.’ 
Now it’s returning the favor.

Visit www.TakeControlAndSave.coop to find out 

how you can start saving energy and money too!
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With offices in Linn & Brazito • 573-644-9000 • ThreeRiversElectric.com

Awnings • from page 8

installed correctly so that it can withstand weather and other issues. It’s also important 
to know that fixed awnings remain in the same position and orientation, so its best to 
know exactly where to place it beforehand.

Retractable awning
Retractable awnings are the most popular type of awnings because they can be 

extended when necessary to keep a space cool or protected, then rolled or folded up 
when not in use. These awnings are advantageous because they can be retracted when 
bad weather hits to prevent damage. 

Motorized retractable awning
Motorized retractable awnings offer the utmost convenience. Standard retractable 

offerings require a handle or hand crank to manually extend or fold up the awning. 
Motorized awnings can be operated with a sensor, remote or even motion trigger. Even 
though they cost more, they’re a favorite among homeowners.

Areas of use
Awnings can be installed in various locations. Patio awnings are much preferred 

because of their large coverage area, which typically spans entire patios. Door awnings 
are installed above the exterior door of an entryway to protect visitors and occupants 
from precipitation and to improve the home’s look. Window awnings can add ad-
ditional shade and privacy. There also are side awnings, which are essentially wall-
like structures that run across a patio, garden or balcony for wind or sun protection. 
They’re also utilized to improve privacy.

Homeowners can choose from various types of awning materials, including fabric, 
metal, glass, and others. Working with a reputable awning company is the best way for 
homeowners to peruse possible products and find awnings that will suit their needs.

jarvis
excavating  LLC
P.O. Box 1 •Owensville, MO 65066

jared cunningham - owner
Cell: 573-259-dirt (3478)

Advanced Drainfield & 
Septic Installer
Free Estimates 

Fully Insured
• Backhoe

• Extendahoe 
• Dozer 

• Dump Truck 
• Scraper 
• Highlift 

• Skid Steer
• Excavator

• Lowboy



BAGGED Potting 
& Garden Soil, 

Manure, Top 
Soil, Peat Moss

Fountains 
IN STOCK

30 Seconds 
  Outdoor Cleaners

Algae, Mold & Mildew 
or House, Deck & 

Fence formulas

BAGGED 
Mulch
Variety of colors.

Ready to BBQ? Let us help!
Grill cleaners, charcoal, lighter,  hardwood grill 

pellets, propane refills/exchanges, RV fills.

Various sizes 
and brands.

Spring Clean Up SALE

573.764.5000388 W. Springfield • gerald

COUPON

COUPON

COUPON

COUPON

10% OFF10% OFF
All Hand Yard & Garden Tools
*Must present coupon for discount.
 Offer expires May 14, 2024.

STRAW BALES
In Stock
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Sheds
Garages
Cabins

201 N. Franklin Ste. 5 • Cuba, MO 65453

573-885-1000
5StarBuildings.com

BUILDINGS

Pick Up a 

Brochure
at Maciejewski‘s 

parking lot

(corner of Hwy 28 & 

Krausetown Road

in Owensville)

A BACKYARD retreat can be even more enjoyable when homeowners find ways to keep mosquitoes at bay.



Environmentally friendly comfort and savings at Environmentally friendly comfort and savings at 
home. GeoSmart Energy’s variety of attractive home. GeoSmart Energy’s variety of attractive 

and stylish residential systems provide the and stylish residential systems provide the 
perfect fit for your family. With GeoSmart perfect fit for your family. With GeoSmart 

Energy system you’ll not only conserve energy, Energy system you’ll not only conserve energy, 
but you’ll experience enhanced comfort and but you’ll experience enhanced comfort and 

safe, quiet operation with a system that’s safe, quiet operation with a system that’s 
environmentally responsible.    environmentally responsible.    

brandthvac@outlook.com
www.brandthvac.com

Environmentally friendly comfort and savings at 

home. GeoSmart Energy’s variety of attractive and 

stylish residential systems provide the perfect fit for 

your family. With GeoSmart Energy system you’ll 

not only conserve energy, but you’ll experience           

enhanced comfort and safe, quiet operation with a 

system that’s environmentally responsible.

Take advantage of the 

30% Federal Tax Credit 

before it is to late!

brandhvac@outlook.com • www.brandthvac.com

Environmentally friendly comfort and savings at 
home. GeoSmart Energy’s variety of attractive and 
stylish residential systems provide the perfect fit for 
your family. With GeoSmart Energy system you’ll 
not only conserve energy, but you’ll experience           
enhanced comfort and safe, quiet operation with a 
system that’s environmentally responsible.

Take advantage of the 
30% Federal Tax Credit 

before it is to late!

brandhvac@outlook.com • www.brandthvac.com

Ask us about our  Ask us about our  
Maintenance Agreements!Maintenance Agreements!

Come by our Come by our 
office and look office and look 

through our through our 
many designs many designs 

of interior of interior 
fireplaces for fireplaces for 
your home!your home!
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The value of a retreat-like backyard 
was never more apparent than in 
2020. Over the last year-plus, much 

of the world has been forced to stay home 
as a global pandemic has claimed mil-
lions of lives while countless others have 
had to fight to survive in hospitals. It’s no 
surprise people have looked for a respite 
from the harsh realities of living during 
a deadly pandemic, and many turned 
their attention to their own backyards to 
provide such an escape.

The online home remodeling platform 
Houzz reported a 58 percent annu-
al increase in project leads for home 
professionals in June 2020. Contractors 
who specialize in outdoor spaces saw the 
biggest increase in demand. A revamped 
outdoor space can provide the perfect 
retreat for homeowners who want to get 
away from it all. But one winged, un-
welcome guest can quickly transform an 
oasis into an uninviting space.

Mosquitoes make their presence felt in 
many areas each summer. These pesky, 
often hungry insects can carry disease, 
and their bites can be painful and itchy. 
Homeowners can try these three tech-
niques to keep mosquitoes out of their 
backyards.

1. Remove standing water. 
Standing water is a breeding ground 

for mosquitoes, who don’t even need a 
lot of water to successfully breed. A daily 
walk around the property may uncover 
kids’ toys, empty flower pots or other 

small receptacles that can collect water. 
Even clogged gutters can lead to the 
accumulation of a small amount of water, 
and that can be enough for mosquitoes to 
breed. Remove these potential breeding 
grounds when you find them, and do so 
each day, as mosquitoes mature from eggs 
to nymphs in roughly four days.

2. Mow regularly. 
Mowing the lawn so the grass never 

gets too high is another way to make a 
backyard less hospitable to mosquitoes. 
The pest experts at Terminix® note that 
mosquitoes seek tall grass to protect 
them from the elements, including wind 
and hot summer sun. Mowing enough so 
grass never gets too high in summer can 
make backyards less inviting to mosqui-
toes.

3. Plant with mosquitoes in mind. 
The home remodeling experts at 

HGTV note that plants can be part of 
homeowners’ strategy to repel mosqui-
toes. Various plants have mosquito-re-
pellant qualities. For example, bee balm 
releases a fragrance as it grows, and mos-
quitoes don’t like that fragrance. Home-
owners can speak with a local lawn and 
garden professional for recommendations 
about plants that can thrive in their region 
and repel mosquitoes at the same time.

Mosquitoes can make it hard to enjoy 
a backyard oasis. But various strategies 
can help homeowners keep these unwant-
ed guests out of their backyards.

Three techniques 
to keep mosquitoes 
out of your backyard 

oasis
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Is Your House Ready
for Spring Showers?

314-223-1413
Tracie Rehmert  •  Bland, MO.

5” & 6” Aluminum Seamless Guttering
Large Variety of Colors
Removal & Disposal of Existing Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Leaf Guards/Ice Guards
Siding, Doors & Windows

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  •  FULLY INSURED 

Is Your House Ready
for Spring Showers?

314-223-1413
Tracie Rehmert  •  Bland, MO.

5” & 6” Aluminum Seamless Guttering
Large Variety of Colors
Removal & Disposal of Existing Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Leaf Guards/Ice Guards
Siding, Doors & Windows

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  •  FULLY INSURED 

Is Your House Ready
for Spring Showers?

314-223-1413
Tracie Rehmert  •  Bland, MO.

5” & 6” Aluminum Seamless Guttering
Large Variety of Colors
Removal & Disposal of Existing Gutters
Soffit & Fascia
Leaf Guards/Ice Guards
Siding, Doors & Windows

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED  •  FULLY INSURED 

Lane BuiLding 
Products inc.

(573) 437-4147 Hwy. 28 West
Owensville, MO

Discover the strength anD Durability of

Atlas Panel
HD

manufactureD by lane builDing proDucts

Not all metal is created equal.

We take pride in offering top quality products at 
competitive pricing with fast and efficient service.

OFFERING:
•	Sheet Metal Roofing and Siding-cut to lengths
•	Custom Made Trim
•	Screws, Track and Trolley Doors, Windows and Insulation

The process of buying and selling 
a home includes many movable 
parts. North America has expe-

rienced historic trends in the housing 
market in recent years. Most notably, re-
cord-high prices have dominated the real 
estate market over the last several years.  

High prices are good news for sellers, 
who can probably anticipate receiving 
offers above listing price. In  New Jersey, 
inventory is so low that 12.5 percent of 
homes in the Garden State sold above 
list price, according to data from RedFin. 
This is good news for sellers currently 
looking to make an excellent profit on 
their properties. Sellers who don’t want to 
rely on the market alone to earn more for 
their homes can take various steps to get 
top dollar.

How sellers 
can get top 

dollar for their 
homes

SELLERS WHO don’t want to rely on the market alone to earn more for their homes can take various steps to get top dollar. See TOP DOLLAR on Page 13
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Have your carpets look & feel great again!

Call Final Sweep, 
LLC for an 

appointment

Randy McKinney

573.426.6465

Carpet Carpet 
CleaningCleaning

✓ Truck-mounted Steam Cleaning
✓ Top-of-the-line Equipment for...
✓ Top-of-the-line Results
✓ Residential & Commercial
✓ Fully Insured and Bonded
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Stage your home
According to the 2023 Profile of 

Home Staging conducted by the National 
Association of Realtors®, 81 percent of 
buyers’ agents said staging a home made 
it easier for the buyer to visualize the 
property as a future home. Focus your 
attention on the living room, owner’s suite 
and kitchen. Hiring a staging professional 
can be an investment that turns a sizable 
profit.

Know your local market
A good way to price your home and 

gauge if it will sell quickly is to look 
at the average “days on the market” 
for similar homes nearby. If homes are 
selling faster than the average DOM, that 
suggests high demand, which can work in 
your favor.

Make added-value improvements
Focus renovation dollars on the types 

of projects that will reap the highest return 
on investment. Remodeling magazine 
annually reports the projects that offer the 
best ROI. In 2023, the project that reaped 
the highest ROI was an HVAC Conver-
sion/Electrification, which involved con-
verting a fossil-fuel-burning furnace into 
an electric heat pump. The cost recouped 

was 103.5 percent.
Sell at the right time

Fewer people are shopping for homes 
in the dead of winter or during the middle 
of the school year, so putting your home 
on the market in spring typically brings 
out the largest number of interested par-
ties, according to Opendoor. But this isn’t 
the only time-related factor to consider. 
To sell for the most money, you want to 
list your home when you have enough eq-
uity to pay off your current mortgage, the 
costs of selling, and the costs of moving, 
says Bankrate.

Give curb appeal a boost
Make sure that buyers see your home 

in a positive light from the first moment 
they pull up for a walk-through showing. 
According to Home & Garden, improv-
ing the landscaping can result in a value 
increase of up to 12 percent. Additional 
projects can include investing in a new 
front door and garage doors. Be sure that 
hedges are trimmed, there are fresh flow-
ers growing, and that walkways and the 
driveway are clean and tidy.

A few simple strategies can help sellers 
get more money for their homes.

Top dollar  • from page 12
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Custom WoodworkingCustom Woodworking

Upgrade your Kitchen, Bathroom, or Closet with the beauty and convenience of custom 
built cabinets, measured and designed to fit your home and your lifestyle perfectly. 

Custom Woodworking
Cabinets, Mantles, Furniture

Cell: 573-205-2910
New Location: 3314 Hwy. P, Owensville

SCWoodworking@hotmail.com

Nick Schulte Free eStimateS
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Call 573-259-8688
u FREE Estimates u

Also 
Skid Steer 

& Backhoe 

Services Mon.–Sat. 9:00am–4:00pm

Closed Sundays (Winter Hours)

“Your One Stop Lawn & Garden Center!”

Hwy. 68 N., St. James, MO   •   573-265-3166 or 1-800-625-3166 
 Stanley’s Garden Center

•Gooseberry•Gooseberry
•Blueberry•Blueberry
•Raspberry•Raspberry
•Blackberry•Blackberry
•Elderberry•Elderberry

• Strawberry• Strawberry

Berry
Plants:

Fruit Trees:

• Apple  • Peach •Pear

• Cherry • Plum • Apricot

• Paw-Paw

• Onion Sets• Onion Sets
• Seed Potatoes• Seed Potatoes

• Plants of ALL KINDS• Plants of ALL KINDS
Plus Herb Plants…we Plus Herb Plants…we 
have All Your Favoriteshave All Your Favorites

• Vegetable Plants
• Vegetable Seeds 

(Pre-Packaged or Bulk)

Are you ready?    WE ARE
• 100’s of Hanging Baskets• 100’s of Hanging Baskets……for Sun or Shadefor Sun or Shade

• Shade Trees  • Flowering Trees & Shrubs• Shade Trees  • Flowering Trees & Shrubs

LET’S PLANT!

It’s well documented that kitchens are the most pop-
ular rooms in many homes. Kitchens are where fam-
ilies tend to congregate during holiday celebrations, 

and many a child has tackled their homework as mom or 
dad prepares dinner just a few steps away.

With so much time spent in the kitchen, it’s no won-
der kitchen renovations are popular. In fact, data from 
the National Association of Home Builders indicates 
kitchens are the most popular room to remodel. Whether 
homeowners are planning a full scale remodel or a few 
tweaks to update the room, the following are three popu-
lar features of modern kitchens.

1. Kitchen island 
A recent survey from the interior design experts at 

Houzz found that kitchen islands are popular for a variety 
of reasons. Fifty-eight percent of respondents indicated 
they enjoy eating at kitchen islands, while 49 percent 
reported they like islands for entertaining. Forty-five 
percent of respondents like socializing around kitchen 
islands. Islands provide a versatile functionality that 
comes in handy when preparing meals on typical week-
nights and when hosting friends and family on special 
occasions like the holidays and birthdays. Islands come 
in a variety of shapes and sizes and can be customized 
to fit just about any space. Mobile islands can be utilized 

in small kitchens when homeowners want the extra prep 
space but think the kitchen would be too cramped if a 
permanent island were added.

2. Deep sink 
The popularity of farmhouse style sinks is proof that 

large and deep sinks are sought-after among today’s 
homeowners. Farmhouse sinks may be best suited to a 
particular aesthetic, but a 2021 study from the National 

Association of Home Builders found that side-by-side 
double sinks and walk-in pantries were the most popular 
of 30 listed kitchen features. That study surveyed more 
than 3,200 recent and prospective home buyers. Deep 
sinks are especially useful for people who love to cook, 
making them a solid addition to any kitchen where home 
chefs ply their trade most nights of the week.

3. Storage 
As the NAHB study indicated, kitchen storage space 

is sought after among modern homeowners. As home 
cooks expand their culinary horizons and cook more 
elaborate meals, they need extra places to store specialty 
pots and pans, ingredients and other materials. Home-
owners looking to add more storage in the kitchen can 
consult with a local contractor about how to create such 
space. A walk-in pantry can do the trick, but homeowners 
with kitchens where space is more limited may need to 
get a little more creative. Sliding-door pantries and roll-
out shelving in existing cabinets can add functional space 
in kitchens with close quarters. 

Modern kitchens are visual marvels and highly func-
tional spaces. A new island, a deep sink and some extra 
storage space can help homeowners transform their exist-
ing kitchens into spaces that cater to their every need.

Three modern kitchen features to consider
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  CALL US 
 FOR

BACKUP

Mid MO dRAin 
CLeAning SeRviCe

          commercial ~ residential
jerry Dean weller Home: 573-859-6600
belle, MO Mobile: 573-578-1087

commercial ~ residential
Complete Plumbing, New Construction Plumbing
Complete Septic Installation, Backhoe Work, etc…
Authorized Dealer - Complete Line of Supplies on hand

complete plumbing
We also install Water Softeners, 
Water Heaters & all types of 
Sewer Systems

experienced • reasonable • reliable

ALsooffering Dump Truck services
We pump sepTic TAnks

 noW proViding electrical serVices!

neW:seWer cAmerAAvAiLAbLe!Chris SchaefferChris Schaeffer
Owner/TechnicianOwner/Technician
schaefferssmallengine@gmail.comschaefferssmallengine@gmail.com

573-486-2494573-486-2494
Authorized Husqvarna DealerAuthorized Husqvarna Dealer

Schaeffer’s Small Engine
SalesSales

& Service& Service 2219 S. Hwy 192219 S. Hwy 19
Hermann, MO 65041Hermann, MO 65041

Like us on FacebookLike us on Facebook

220 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, MO  |  Open Daily: 9 to 5
secondcreeknursery@hotmail.com • 573-301-0718

❖ Tomatoes  ❖  Peppers
❖ Perennials 
❖ Heirloom Tomatoes
❖ Succulent Plants and Gifts

Second Creek Nursery

Has SPRING VEGETABLE PLANTS!

See PESTS on Page 17

Individuals want a home that is 
welcoming and comfortable. Unfor-
tunately many conditions that people 

find  appealing also appeal to pests. Pests 
may be more problematic at certain times 
of year , such as when weather is extreme 
and pests like rodents or even raccoons 
seek refuge in a home. During times of 
year when temperatures are mild, certain 
insects may begin to hatch or swarm, 
becoming problematic around the home.

Some signs of pests taking up resi-
dence may be readily apparent, while 
others may be less obvious. The following 
are nine signs of pest infestation in or 
around a home.

1. Droppings: 
Small droppings may indicate that 

pests are nearby. Droppings will vary de-
pending on the insect or rodent. It’s good 
to familiarize yourself with the appear-
ance of various droppings, from mice to 
termites to bed bugs.

2. Footprints: 
Footprints are another sign of pest 

infestation. Footprints left in dirt around 
a home, or in dusty areas in the attic or 
basement, may show that pests are track-
ing in and out of the house.

3. Sawdust piles or trails: 
Sawdust could be indicative of termites 

or ants. Insects like carpenter bees also 
may burrow into areas of wood and leave 
sawdust behind. 

Nine signs of 
pest infestation 
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YOU NEED IT?YOU NEED IT?
WE’VE GOT IT!WE’VE GOT IT!

Hwy. 28 West, Owensville • 573-437-4104

Aerial Lift

Drain
Auger

Rear Tine
Tiller

Toro Dingo Trencher

Toro Dingo 
Stump Grinder Blue Bird

Dethatcher

Pole Saw

Log Splitter

Skid Steer

Plug
Auger

Kubota U35-4  Excavator

Blue Bird 
Aerator

Lawn
Roller

Protect your home.
Every year termite damage costs individual homeowners 
like you thousands of dollars in repair & restoration 
costs. Don’t risk termite damage, prevent it!
Call us today for a free inspection.

— Termite & Insect Control, Inc. —
636-239-2910 or 573-437-2031  •  www.havenerstermite.com

Residential-Commercial General Insect Control • Pre- & Post-construction Termite Treatments • Serving the area since 1959

HAVENER’S

Protect your home.
Every year termite damage costs individual homeowners 
like you thousands of dollars in repair & restoration 
costs. Don’t risk termite damage, prevent it!
Call us today for a free inspection.

— Termite & Insect Control, Inc. —
636-239-2910 or 573-437-2031  •  www.havenerstermite.com

Residential-Commercial General Insect Control • Pre- & Post-construction Termite Treatments • Serving the area since 1959

HAVENER’S
Protect your home.
Every year termite damage costs individual homeowners 
like you thousands of dollars in repair & restoration 
costs. Don’t risk termite damage, prevent it!
Call us today for a free inspection.

— Termite & Insect Control, Inc. —
636-239-2910 or 573-437-2031  •  www.havenerstermite.com

Residential-Commercial General Insect Control • Pre- & Post-construction Termite Treatments • Serving the area since 1959

HAVENER’S

Protect your home.
Every year termite damage costs individual 
homeowners like you thousands of dollars in 
repair & restoration costs. Don’t risk termite 
damage, prevent it!

Call us today for a free inspection.

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 to 5; Sat. 8 to Noon

Dry fork steel 
& Supply, LLC

All your steel needs for residential, 
agricultural and commercial

www.dryforksteel.com 
email:  info@dryforksteel.com

573-417-0511

1360 Hwy. CC • Bland, MO 65014 

FOR HOME
• Porch & 
• Deck Railing 
• Hand Rails
• Ornamental 
 Entry Gates 
• Fencing
• Custom 
 Deer Stands

FOR FARM
• Gates
• Panels
• Corral & Fencing 
 Materials
• Bale Unrollers
• Bale Spears
• And More

NOW AVAILABLE: General Auto Repair
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Pests • from page 16

4. Shed wings, skins and casings: 
Many insects molt and, during this process, will shed certain parts of their anatomy 

to grow larger. Roaches, bed bugs and beetles are some pests that might be scattering 
sheds or egg casings in a home. Termite wings are discarded once the swarmers choose 
a new location for the colony.

5. Foul odors: 
Musty or foul smells, particularly in hidden areas, may indicate pests are nesting 

nearby.

6. Unexplained noises: 
Scratching or scurrying in walls or floors often indicates pests are present.

7. Bites: 
Waking up in the morning with welts or red areas on the skin might indicate the 

presence of bed bugs or other biting insects.

8. Presence of nests: 
Those who can see nests in corners or undisturbed areas of the home likely have 

pests present. Rodents often use chewed cardboard, insulation, paper, and other scav-
enged items to create nests, according to exterminators.

9. Increased number of beneficial insects: 
An influx of spiders and other predatory insects may indicate there are plenty of 

food sources in the home for them to feast on. 
Pests can be problematic, but homeowners who recognize signs of infestation can 

take prompt action.
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BUILDING
OR

BUYING?!
 

As a community bank, we understand that your
home is one of the most important investments

you will ever make.
 

The Missouri Bank has a home loan product to fit
your needs with competitive interest rates and

flexible terms!

r e a l l y g r e a t s i t e . c o m

Hermann | Warrenton | Wentzville | Foristell
Sedalia | Smithton | Columbia 

www.TheMissouriBank.com
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

TMB NMLS# 543559

Agent
105 E Peters
Owensville, MO 65066-1380

Bus: 573-437-2101
       
       
        

Doug Knehans

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.^

®
^

I can save you time and money when you
bundle your home and auto insurance.
Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

Michele Hudnall / Office Manager - 33 year
michele.hudnall.iegm@statefarm.com

GET THE PROTECTION YOU NEED

Home, Renters
Rental Dwelling
Farm & Ranch
Auto
Umbrella
Life
Hospital Indemnity
Boat & Tractor
UTV/Golf Cart
Guns, RV, 
Travel & Cargo Trailer 
Short & Long Term Disability
Medicare Suppliment
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Top eight 
usage 
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 when 
using 

outdoor 
power 

equipment
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HURRY! FINAL DAYS
ENDS APRIL 26

 L O C A T I O N S  T O  S E R V E  Y O U28

SNPartners.com

ALBION, IL
618-445-3676
ANNA, IL
618-202-5990
BENTON, IL
618-435-4430
CARTERVILLE, IL
618-993-8546
CHILLICOTHE, MO
660-646-5493

COLUMBIA, MO
573-476-0730
CURRYVILLE, MO
573-594-6493
DUTZOW, MO
636-433-2256
FARMINGTON, MO
573-756-2088
FLORA, IL
618-622-4444

HERMANN, MO
573-486-3204
JERSEYVILLE, IL
618-498-5504
KIRKSVILLE, MO
660-665-1500
MACON, MO
660-385-2177
MEXICO, MO
573-581-5900

MOSCOW MILLS, MO
636-366-9400
NORRIS CITY, IL
618-378-2194
PALMYRA, MO
573-769-2112
ROCHEPORT, MO
573-446-3030
SALISBURY, MO
660-388-6166

SCOTT CITY, MO
573-335-0192
ST. CHARLES, MO
636-493-0288
STE. GENEVIEVE, MO
573-883-5703
STEELEVILLE, IL
618-965-3475
TIPTON, MO
660-433-5596

UNION, MO
636-888-0390
WATERLOO, IL
618-939-6717
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As the weather warms and people are coaxed outside to their 
yards and managed landscapes, it’s time for everyone to re-
member how to use their outdoor power equipment safely and 

properly.
“Think safety first,” says Kris Kiser, President and CEO of the Out-

door Power Equipment Institute (OPEI), an international trade associa-
tion representing outdoor power equipment, small engine, utility vehi-
cle, golf car and personal transport vehicle manufacturers and suppliers. 
“I can’t stress enough to review manufacturer’s safety guidance before 
starting up any equipment—especially your lawn mower. Review your 
owner’s manual and do maintenance on your equipment.”

Also being aware of surroundings is key, he adds. “And be sure to 
keep kids and pets away from outdoor power equipment while it’s in 
use.”

OPEI urges homeowners and other equipment users to avoid these 
eight most common mistakes when using outdoor power equipment.

1. Thinking all mowers are the same. You need to know how to 
handle your specific equipment correctly, and do basic operations like 
turning it off or on and controlling speed. Review your owner’s manual 
and how to use the equipment before use.

2. Not inspecting equipment before use. Always look over equip-
ment before operating it. Check the air filter, oil level and gasoline tank. 
Watch for loose belts and missing or damaged parts. Replace any parts 
needed or take your equipment to a qualified service representative.

3. Not walking through your yard or work area before starting to 
mow or using other outdoor power equipment. Always walk the area 
you intend to work in, and look for and remove objects, sticks and other 
items that could create a hazard. 

4. Removing or not using safety guards on the equipment. Never 
alter or disable safety protection measures. If needed, take equipment to 
a qualified service representative for repairs and inspection.

5. Using fuels not designed for equipment. Loading up your out-
door power equipment with gasoline with more than 10% ethanol in it 
can cause running problems and damage the fuel line. Always use E10 
or less.

6.	Using	batteries	or	chargers	that	are	not	specified by the 
manufacturer. While a host of batteries and chargers can be found for 
sale online, only use batteries and chargers specified by the equipment 
manufacturer.

7. Not storing fuel and batteries safely. Coffee cans, milk jugs and 
other non-approved containers should not be used to store fuel. Only 
store fuel in containers designed for it, and always use up fuel before 
it is 30 days old. Label fuel cans with the date of purchase and ethanol 
content. When battery packs are not in use, keep them away from other 
metal objects, like paper clips, coins, keys, nails, screws or other small 
metal objects, that can make a connection from one terminal to another. 
Shorting the battery terminals together may cause burns or a fire.

8. Not cleaning or storing equipment well. Equipment will run 
more efficiently and last longer if it’s cleaned. Always remove dirt, oil 
or grass before using and storing your equipment. Store equipment in a 
dry place, avoiding damp or wet environments. 

For information on safe fueling, go to https://www.opei.org/pro-
grams/ethanolwarning/

For more safety information visit www.opei.org

“Flowers are restful to look 
at. They have neither emo-

tions nor conflicts.” 
—Sigmund Freud
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WELL DRILLING & PUMP SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES ON NEW WELLS

At B&H Well Drilling, we are passionate about providing PURE WELL WATER and EFFICIENT Geothermal 
Energy to Central Missouri. We take pride in being a 3rd generation drilling company that will supply  

you with Missouri’s most precious natural resource, “WATER.” 

• Complete Water Well Systems 
• Geothermal Wells & Piping 
• Waterlines Installed 

• Cattle Waterers 
• Pump Sales & Services 
• Well Inspections 

573-455-9111   157 MARI OSA DELTA LANE, JEFFERSON CITY, MO 65101   bhwelldrilling.com

AS THE weather warms up, consid-
er these tips to help bring a garden 
back to life.
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Gardening is a rewarding hobby 
that pays a host of significant 
dividends. Many people love 

gardening because it allows them to spend 
time outdoors, and that simple pleasure 
is indeed a notable benefit of working in 
a garden. But the National Initiative for 
Consumer Horticulture notes that garden-
ing provides a host of additional benefits, 
including helping people get sufficient 
levels of exercise, reduce stress and im-
prove mood. 

With so much to gain from gardening, 
it’s no wonder people look forward to 
getting their hands dirty in the garden 
each spring. As the weather warms up, 
consider these tips to help bring a garden 
back to life.

• Discard the dead weight. Winter can 
take its toll on a garden, even in regions 
where the weather between December and 
early spring is not especially harsh. Dis-
card dead plants that have lingered into 
spring and prune any perennials that need 
it. Branches that fell during winter storms 

also should be removed at this point if 
they have not previously been discarded.

• Test the soil. Soil testing kits can 
be purchased at local garden centers and 
home improvement retailers. Such tests 
are inexpensive and can reveal if the soil 
needs to be amended to help plants thrive 
in the months to come.

• Mulch garden beds. Mulching 
benefits a garden by helping soil retain 
moisture and preventing the growth of 
weeds. Various garden experts note that 
mulching in spring can prevent weed 
seeds from germinating over the course 
of spring and summer. That means plants 
won’t have to fight with weeds for water 
when the temperature warms up. It also 
means gardeners won’t have to spend 
time pulling weeds this summer.

• Inspect your irrigation system. 
Homeowners with in-ground irrigation 
systems or above-ground systems that uti-
lize a drip or soaker function can inspect 
the systems before plants begin to bloom. 
Damaged sprinkler heads or torn lines 

can deprive plants of water they will need 
to bloom and ultimately thrive once the 
weather warms up.

• Tune up your tools. Gardening tools 
have likely been sitting around gathering 
dust since fall. Serious gardeners know 
that tools can be expensive, so it pays to 
protect that investment by maintaining the 
tools. Sharpened pruners help make plants 
less vulnerable to infestation and infec-

tion. Well-maintained tools like shovels 
and hoes also make more demanding 
gardening jobs a little bit easier, so don’t 
forget to tune up your tools before the 
weather warms up.

It’s almost gardening season, which 
means gardeners can start on the neces-
sary prep work to ensure their gardens 
grow in strong and beautiful this spring.  

Tips to revitalize a garden this spring

“Everything that slows us down and forces 
patience, everything that sets us back into 

the slow circles of nature, is a help. Garden-
ing is an instrument of grace.” 

—May Sarton
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See RENOVATIONS on Page 23

The adage “there’s a lid for every 
pot” suggests that, even in relation 
to the real estate market, there’s 

bound to be a buyer for every home on 
the market. Price is a significant variable 
in the minds of potential buyers, but there 
are additional factors that can affect the 
impression people get of a given home.

Certain home features can tip the 
scales in favor of sellers. In fact, various 
renovations can help sell homes more 
readily. And these renovations need not 
cost a fortune. Putting a home on the mar-
ket can be stressful, but these renovations 
may help it sell fast.

• A fresh coat of paint: Although paint-
ing is relatively inexpensive and a job 
that some do-it-yourselfers can tackle, it’s 
not a task relished by many. Painting is 
messy, it takes time, and requires moving 
furniture. In fact, prepping a room for 
painting often is the toughest component 

of any painting job. But fresh coats of 
paint can create a strong first impression. 
Choose a neutral color and get painting. 
Jennie Norris, chairwoman for the Inter-
national Association of Home Staging 
Professionals, says gray is a “safe” color 
that has been trending in recent years.

• Minor bathroom remodel: Remove 
dated wall coverings, replace fixtures, 
consider re-glazing or replacing an old 
tub, and swap old shower doors for 
fast fixes in a bathroom. If there’s more 
room in the budget, replacing a tub, 
tile surround, floor, toilet, sink, vanity, 
and fixtures can cost roughly $10,500, 
says HGTV. You’ll recoup an average 
of $10,700 at resale, making a minor 
bathroom remodel a potentially worthy 
investment.

• Redone kitchen: The kitchen tends 

Renovations that 
help sell homes

PUTTING A home on the market can be stressful, but these renovations may help it 
sell fast.

RED MIX

Havin Material Service, inc.

• Ready Mix ConCRete
• BRiCk • ReBaR • LandsCape BLoCk
• BLoCk • sand • MasonRy CeMent
• stone • GRaveL • poRtLand CeMent

in BuSineSS Since 1940
We strive to produce a quality 

product & give excellent service 
for a reasonable price

dispatCh: (573) 468-8093
pResident/owneR: Lyn havin sChuLte
DBe anD WBe certifieD in State of MiSSouri

President/Owner: Lyn Havin
disPatcH: 866-444-1770

CODY JAMES
212 North Walnut

Owensville, MO 65066

573.291.4608
jamescustomflatwork@yahoo.com

Floors | Footings | Walls | 
Sidewalks | Curbing | Pools | 
Color/Decorative Stamping | 

Driveways | Skid Steer Work | 

FOR ALL YOUR 
CONCRETE

NEEDS…

Free Estimates
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Mortgage Lender
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636.744.5039

Ready for your next project?Ready for your next project?

JEFFERSON-BANK.COM  |  A Division of The Central Trust Bank.  |  Member FDIC  |  NMLS#407985

MIKE COPELAND
Mortgage Lender | NMLS#238560
314.482.1023

STEPHANIE BLASKE
Mortgage Lender | NMLS#654210
636.744.5039

Energy Savings up to 40%
…with Spray Polyurethane 
Foam Insulation

Waylon Baker, Owner 573-263-1997

Reduce energy costs and 
noise while enjoying a more 
comfortable home all year with 
our professionally installed 
insulation solutions.

Contact us today for your 
FREE CONSULTATION AND 
ESTIMATE!

We also do Blown-In Insulation and Fiberglass Batts

Renovations • from page 22
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to be the hub of a home. This room gets 
the most usage and attention of any space, 
and it’s a great place to focus your remod-
eling attention. The National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry estimates that 
homeowners can recover up to 52 percent 
of the cost of a kitchen upgrade upon 
selling a home. Buyers want a functional 
and updated kitchen. Trending features 
include draw-
er-style mi-
crowaves and 
dishwashers, 
commercial 
ranges, hidden 
outlets, and 
even wine 
refrigerators.

• Updat-
ed heating 
and cooling 
system: Better 
Homes and Gardens reports that home-
owners may be able to recoup 85 percent 
of the cost of new HVAC systems when 
they sell their homes. Heating, cooling 
and ventilation components are vital to 
maintain. You don’t want buyers to be 

taken aback by an older system, and many 
millennial buyers are not willing to over-
look old mechanical systems.

• Fresh landscaping: A home’s exte-
rior is the first thing buyers will see. If 
they pull up to a home with eye-catching 
landscaping and outdoor areas that are 
attractive yet functional, they’re more 
likely to be intrigued. Often buyers will 

equate a home 
that features 
an impres-
sive exterior 
with upkeep 
inside as well. 
The Ameri-
can Nursery 
Landscape 
Association 
says the av-
erage home-
owner may 

spend $3,500 for landscaping.
Improving a home’s chances to sell 

quickly and at a higher price often comes 
down to making smart improvements that 
catch the eyes of buyers.
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we go 
out on 
a limb 
for You!

feeler tree service
33449 Hwy. 28 E. • Belle
Jim Robertson

(573) 864-2759
or (573) 859-3798

• tree trimming & removal 
• stump grinding
• Free estimates

Fully Insured For Your Protection

Garden Center/Nursery | Florist/Gift Shop  
Lawn & Garden Equipment | Landscape Division 

 
 

Gardening is a worthwhile endeav-
or that not only passes the time, 
but can be a form of exercise and 

relief from the daily grind. Gardens also 
provide ample opportunity to experiment, 
as individuals can produce everything 
from vegetables to bountiful blooms. 

Recent years have witnessed a grow-
ing emphasis on eco-friendly gardening 
that aims to reduce reliance on chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides in an effort to 

Create your 
native plant 

garden 

RECENT YEARS have witnessed a growing 
emphasis on eco-friendly gardening that 
aims to reduce reliance on chemical fertil-
izers and pesticides in an effort to protect 
the planet. One way to do so is to rely on 
native plants.

See NATIVE PLANTS on Page 25
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B
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F
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protect the planet. One way to do so is to rely on 
native plants.

What are native plants?
Native plants are indigenous to particular re-

gions. The National Wildlife Federation says native 
plants grow in habitats without human introduction 
or intervention. Native plants have formed symbi-
otic relationships with local wildlife over thousands 
of years, which the NWF notes makes them the 
most sustainable options. Native plants help the 
environment and thrive with little supplemental 
watering or chemical nutrients.

Natives vary by region
Native plants vary by region. In arid climates, 

certain succulents may be native because they don’t 
need much rainfall to thrive. In lush wetlands, suc-
culents might be out of place. 

Start native planting
The NWF offers native plants for 36 different 

states that can be shipped right to customers’ doors 
to help replenish native varieties. In addition, 
gardeners can visit local gardening centers to select 
native plants. Small and independently owned 
centers often feature knowledgeable local staff 
whose expertise can prove invaluable to individuals 
seeking native varieties. 

It’s important to keep in mind that native va-
rieties may look less cultivated than more exotic 
blooms and foliages designed to sell for their unique 
appearances. Wildflowers and native grasses may 
be the types of native plants found in abundance, 
which may grow up and out quickly. These other 
tips can help the process.

• Plan and prepare the site by removing weeds 
and turning over the soil. This will give seedlings an 
opportunity to take root without competition from 
weeds. Seedlings will give gardens a faster head-
start than waiting around for seeds to germinate. 
However, gardeners can start seeds indoors and then 
move them outside once they are seedlings.

• Avoid planting native plants in rows, as that’s 
not how they’re likely to grow naturally. Vary the 
placement so the plants look like they sprouted up 
haphazardly.

• Gardeners can still exert some control over na-
tive gardens prone to growing a little wild. Borders 
and paths can better define the growing areas.

• Grow Native!, an initiative from the Missouri 
Prairie Foundation, suggests planting two to four 
species in broad sweeping masses or drifts. Mix 
grasses with flowering plants. The grasses produce 
dense, fibrous roots that can prevent weed growth.

Native plants should require minimal care. Keep 
an eye on them and supplement with water if condi-
tions have been especially dry.

Native plants • from page 24

“No single sort of garden 
suits everyone. Shut your 

eyes and dream of the gar-
den you’d most love then 
open your eyes and start 
planting. Loved gardens 
flourish, boring ones are 

hard work.” 
—Jackie French
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Windows are a major component 
of a home. Window instal-
lation professionals will tell 

homeowners that the average life span of 
residential windows is between 15 and 30 
years. Most well-maintained products can 
last 20 years, so homeowners who have 
windows approaching that age may want 
to schedule a window assessment and 
possible replacement.

Replacing windows is a job that 
requires advanced skill, and this is not 
a do-it-yourself project. There are many 
qualified professional window installation 
companies that will work with homeown-
ers to measure, order and install windows 
that will fit with the style of a home and 
local weather, all while providing features 
the homeowner desires.

For those wondering when to replace 
windows, Pella and Renewal by Anders-
en, two of the premiere window manufac-
turers, offer these guidelines.

• Difficulty opening and closing 
windows. A window that does not operate 
as it should can aggravate homeowners. 
If windows are sticking shut or cannot 
be securely closed, it’s probably time for 

something new.
• There’s apparent window damage. 

Accidents happen, and if a rock is kicked 
up from a lawnmower and cracks a 
window or if spring baseball practice has 
gone awry with an errant throw, windows 
may require replacement.

• Drafts in the window are common. If 
heating and cooling systems are working 
overtime, drafty, poorly insulated win-
dows could be to blame. Various agencies 
can perform energy efficiency tests in a 
home. Windows that are determined to be 
the weak spots should be replaced.

• Dated windows are present in the 
home. Older windows may pose safety 
hazards, especially those in older homes. 
A larger window may be needed to 
comply with fire safety codes allowing for 
window egress. Dated windows also may 
simply look “old” and compromise the 
aesthetics of a home.

• Outdoor noises are noticed quite 
readily. Newer windows can help reduce 
noise transmission. So those leaf blowers, 
airplanes, barking dogs, and kids playing 
basketball up the street won’t disturb 
homeowners as they try to enjoy some 

peace and quiet indoors.
• Fading indoors is noted. Windows 

that do not feature low-emissivity 
(Low-E) glass coatings will not block 
UV rays. Those rays can cause fading to 
wood floors and furniture or pretty much 
anything the sunlight touches. Replacing 

existing windows with Low-E coating 
alternatives can safeguard belongings and 
improve window efficiency.

Window replacement may be neces-
sary when existing windows are showing 
signs of aging or damage.

How to recognize when it’s time to replace your windows

REPLACING WINDOWS is a job that requires advanced skill, and this is not a do-it-
yourself project.

5767 Stone Church Road  |  Gerald, MO 63037
dhahne@fidnet.com

Residential ~ Commercial
Household Pests ~ Termites

D&D Pest Control, Inc.
Dave Hahne, 
owner/operator
Missouri License C4392

636.390.3660
Call or Text

All Types of  All Types of  
       Construction       Construction

Skid SteerSkid Steer
  Services  Services

FullyFully
  Insured  Insured

Licensed & Insured
PLUMBING ~ GUTTER CLEANING ~ PAINTING 
ROOFS & REPAIRS ~ SMALL CONCRETE JOBS
DECKS ~ ELECTRICAL ~ SEALING & STAINING

WINDOWS ~ & MUCH MORE!!
Ken Zeugin, Owner                                        email : kzeuginiii@yahoo.com

“Free Estimates” 

Home Repair & Maintenance
(573)764-4454



ON THE 
LEADING  
EDGE
OF ROOF 
& FLOOR
TRUSSES

JEFFERSON CITY
573.395.3400

ST. LOUIS
314.420.0832

KANSAS CITY
913.236.7222

MIDAMTRUSS.COM

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL      AGRICULTURAL
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A lush, green lawn is a point of pride 
for many homeowners. Eye-catch-
ing landscaping anchored by a 

healthy lawn is one of the key ways to 
improve the value and curb appeal of a 
home. In fact, the experts at HGTV say an 
attractive and well-maintained landscape 
can add as much as 10 percent to the value 
of a home.

Maintaining a thriving lawn takes ef-
fort, and that means recognizing when the 
green in the yard may not necessarily be 
coming from soft blades of grass. Invasive 
greenery, including moss, can infiltrate a 
lawn and that can be problematic if left 
unaddressed.

A mossy lawn is a sign that certain con-
ditions are ripe for the moss, but not nec-
essarily the grass, to grow. According to 
Lowes, moss thrives in certain conditions, 
which should be addressed if homeowners 
hope to corral it.

• Moss does well in acidic soil, more 
so than traditional grasses. A soil test can 
confirm if the pH needs to be adjusted to 
make it more hospitable to grass and less 
friendly to moss.

• Compacted soil and excess thatch 
can make it easier for moss to take root. 
These conditions also can make the soil 
damp and restrict drainage, something that 
promotes moss growth. 

• Moss can grow in shady conditions. 
If patches of the lawn have been overrun 
by moss, there could be too much shade in 

the area. Trimming back trees or shrub-
bery may help; otherwise, homeowners 
may need to look into hardscape or plants 
that thrive in such conditions to remedy 
shady and damp areas on portions of their 
landscapes.

Moss typically can be removed the 
same way one would dethatch a lawn. It 
involves rigorously raking or agitating the 
lawn to loosen the moss. This can be done 
by hand with a rake, or in the case of a lot 
of moss or a large lawn, with a dethatch-
ing blade attachment for a lawn mower.

Aerating the soil will help keep moss 
that was removed from returning. In 
addition, amending the soil so that it has 
a more dense nutritional profile by adding 
compost, as well as improving drainage 
and adjusting the pH, are keys to keeping 
moss from returning.

For pesky moss, The Spruce suggests 
making a solution of one box of baking 
soda to two gallons of water and spraying 
this solution on the patches of moss. It is a 
natural alternative to using chemical prod-
ucts. Certain sources indicate a glyphosate 
herbicide could work on moss, but the 
World Health Organization considers gly-
phosate to be a probable human carcino-
gen and it is prohibited in certain areas.

Moss may be green, but it’s often not 
the type of green homeowners desire in 
their lawns. Learning about moss can help 
when removing it and preventing it in the 
future.

What to do about 
moss in your lawn

“God made rainy days so gardeners 
could get the housework done.” 

—Anonymous
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Sunbrella Fabrics that Amaze Indoors or Out
Phone or email with your project questions and measurements                       

or visit us Mon-Fri 9-5
CottonB@centurytel.net • www.CottonBelle.net • 573-859-6589

302 South Hwy 28, Belle, Missouri 65013

Custom Cushions,
curtain panels and pillows. 
Perfect for decks, patios, 
poolside, gardens, dining 
rooms, living rooms and 
bedrooms.

John
  Blankenship

       Excavating, LLC

home  (573) 764-3068
cell  (573) 259-6989

2249 Nowack Road
Rosebud, MO 63091

EXCAVATING PONDS, ROADS, 
BASEMENTS AND YARD WORK 

           Hauling: Dirt & Rock

Al fresco entertaining has taken off 
in recent years. It’s much more 
common today to find homeown-

ers who want to extend living spaces to 
the outdoors in meaningful ways that go 
beyond a few lawn chairs and a stand-
alone grill. Dream backyard living rooms 
mirror similar spaces indoors and contain 
features like cozy corners, lush furniture 
and televisions or movie projectors. Plus, 
they often abut additional outdoor luxu-
ries like fully functional kitchens.

Homeowners have various options 
when designing outdoor living spaces. 
Above all else, spaces should be created 
with the goal of encouraging people to get 
together. Here are some ideas.

Poolside retreat
Homeowners with pools and other wa-

ter features likely want this area to be the 
star of the entertaining space. Furniture 
will be more of the lounging variety, with 
comfortable chaises and spots to catch 
the sun. If a swim-up bar isn’t possible, 

IT’S MUCH more common today to find 
homeowners who want to extend living 
spaces to the outdoors in meaningful ways.

How to create an outdoor 
living retreat

See OUTDOOR RETREAT on Page 29



2482 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, MO 63091

573-764-3600 or 314-604-2094

Doolittle Trailer Authorized Dealer

We’re more than light bulbs

Utility Trailers:
12’ - 14’ - 16” 

Perfect for hauling 
ATVs, UTVs and 

Zero Turn 
Mowers

MILWAUKEE 2727-20 M18 
FUEL 16 IN. CHAINSAW

With the power and speed to cut faster than a 40cc 
gas chainsaw, the M18 FUEL 16 in. Chainsaw

NOW IN STOCK: HERCULES SAFETY GLASSES

MILWAUKEE: 2825-20ST M18 FUEL 
STRAIGHT SHAFT STRING TRIMMER

Provides up to 1-hour of run-time per charge. 
Variable speed trigger with high and low speed settings. 
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a rolling bar cart can be stocked with essentials for cocktails or mocktails for the kids. 
Furniture near the pool will be exposed to a lot of sun, so look for durable, sun-resistant 
fabrics.

Fireside nook
Gathering around an outdoor fireplace or fire pit is a treat when the weather cools 

down. Mirror the look of the same setup indoors by arranging outdoor sofas so they 
flank the fireplace. Add some ottomans or side tables for stowing mulled cider or hot 
chocolate. A mantel above the fireplace can hold pots of greenery or candles that add to 
the ambiance.

Consider a custom banquette
Unused corners on a patio or rooftop retreat can utilize a custom-made banquette 

that provides the functionality of a sofa sectional outdoors. Have a contractor design it 
to the exact specifications of the area, and add a rug to ground the space.

Vary the flooring
Depending on the entertaining space, a balance of soft grass, pavers or other hard-

scape will be necessary. Certain areas will need to be hard enough for chairs and other 
furniture, particularly for those who are including an outdoor dining table in the design.

Create some privacy
Some homeowners are lucky enough to have natural barriers that offer privacy in 

their entertaining spaces. When there isn’t enough, tall shrubs, inexpensive bamboo 
fencing or trellis can provide a blind that makes an outdoor living area more cozy and 
private. Consider placing tall, potted plants on rolling casters to improve privacy as the 
need arises.

Outdoor living spaces are all the rage, and they can add value and functionality to 
most any home.

Outdoor retreat • from page 28

Quality Outdoor Living Quality Outdoor Living 
FurnitureFurniture

Rust free Aluminum frames  |   Maintenance Free Resin Wicker
Welded Joints   |   Durable Outdoor Living Fabrics

573-468-4300
375 W. Springfield 
Sullivan, MO 63080

www.JerrysTVinc.com   

Furniture • Flooring • TVs • Appliances
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Justin Trainor, 
Owner

573-247-4702
TrainorAndSonsInc@gmail.com

Justin Trainor, 
Owner

– Commercial &  
Residential Roofing  

– Seamless Guttering  
– Lawn Mowing &  

Maintenance  
– Snow Removal

573-247-4702
justin.trainor1988@gmail.com

Fully Insured

Fully Insured

– Commercial & – Commercial & 
Residential RoofingResidential Roofing

– Lawn Care– Lawn Care
Limited coverage area for lawn 

care, call for details

LOST HILL 
INSULATION

Cellulose Contractor

573-646-3147 or 888-568-9747 (Toll Free) 
Ryan: 573-308-7410     Nick: 573-308-6874

Blown Cellulose Insulation or 
Fiberglass Batting

FREE ESTIMATES
VERY ENERGY EFFICIENT  • FIRE RETARDANT

NEW HOMES OR RETRO FIT
ANY STRUCTURE

Homeowners want to view their 
homes as a respite from all that 
goes on outside their doors. In-

deed, turning a home into a residents-on-
ly retreat can ensure everyone looks 
forward to walking through the front the 
door at the end of the day.

One of the more popular ways to turn 
a home into one’s own personal retreat 
is to upgrade the bathroom. A renovated 
bathroom can completely transform how 
individuals feel about their homes. The 
following are some features to consider 

Features to 
consider for 
a relaxation-

themed 
bathroom 
remodel

See BATHROOM on Page 31
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Like with all systems in your home, your well system will need maintenance, and 
eventually may need repairs. We specialize in maintaining and repairing well pumps and 
components, including:
 • Pressure Tanks • Pressure Switches
 • Pressure Gauges • Water Lines
Issues like short cycling, or when the pump kicks on with limited water usage, air coming 
out of the fixtures, low water pressure, or inconsistency with your pump starting and 
stopping or running constantly all impact the function of your well. These issues need to be 
addressed and corrected quickly to ensure the longevity of your well system.

IMMEDIATE PUMP REPAIR SERVICE WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

Like with all systems in your home, your well system will need maintenance, and 
eventually may need repairs. We specialize in maintaining and repairing well pumps and 
components, including:
 • Pressure Tanks • Pressure Switches
 • Pressure Gauges • Water Lines
Issues like short cycling, or when the pump kicks on with limited water usage, air coming 
out of the fixtures, low water pressure, or inconsistency with your pump starting and 
stopping or running constantly all impact the function of your well. These issues need to be 
addressed and corrected quickly to ensure the longevity of your well system.

IMMEDIATE PUMP REPAIR SERVICE WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

Like with all systems in your home, your well system will need maintenance, and 
eventually may need repairs. We specialize in maintaining and repairing well pumps and 
components, including:
 • Pressure Tanks • Pressure Switches
 • Pressure Gauges • Water Lines
Issues like short cycling, or when the pump kicks on with limited water usage, air coming 
out of the fixtures, low water pressure, or inconsistency with your pump starting and 
stopping or running constantly all impact the function of your well. These issues need to be 
addressed and corrected quickly to ensure the longevity of your well system.

IMMEDIATE PUMP REPAIR SERVICE WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

Like with all systems in your home, your well system will need maintenance, and 
eventually may need repairs. We specialize in maintaining and repairing well pumps and 
components, including:
 • Pressure Tanks • Pressure Switches
 • Pressure Gauges • Water Lines
Issues like short cycling, or when the pump kicks on with limited water usage, air coming 
out of the fixtures, low water pressure, or inconsistency with your pump starting and 
stopping or running constantly all impact the function of your well. These issues need to be 
addressed and corrected quickly to ensure the longevity of your well system.

IMMEDIATE PUMP REPAIR SERVICE WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

 Rosebud, MO 63091
 Jerry Reinhold, Owner |  jerry@ReinholdElectric.com

Call Toll Free: 1-800-378-1158
Cell: 314-578-2564

Electrical 
“Serving the area since 1976”

Fully 
Insured

when remodeling a bathroom with relax-
ation in mind.

• Open shower: An open shower is a 
visually stunning addition to any bath-
room. Such showers give a bathroom 
a more open look, thanks in part to the 
fact that these modern features do not 
feature a door or require the use of a 
shower curtain. The result is a clean look 
that many people associate with a luxury 
hotel. When speaking with a contractor 
about an open shower install, homeown-
ers can ask about a half-wall to safeguard 
against water splashing out of the shower. 
In addition, a heat lamp can help ensure 
residents stay warm until they’re ready to 
leave the bathroom.

• Heated features: Additional features 
to keep everyone calm and warm can be 
considered when upgrading the bathroom. 
Radiant flooring can ensure everyone’s 
toes remain toasty, and the installation of 
such a feature can eliminate the need for 
floor mats and bath mats that some home-
owners may not like. Commit further to 
the heat theme with a heated towel rack, 
which is another feature associated with 
luxury hotels that can be just as enjoyable 
at home.

• Soaking tub: An open shower cre-
ates an instant feeling of luxury, but few 
things are more suggestive of relaxation 
than a soaking tub. A long day at school 
or the office or a day when winter winds 
are howling outside is made much better 
with a good a soak. The National Kitch-
en & Bath Association notes that luxury 
bathrooms featuring soaking tubs are 
wildly popular, and that vaunted status is 
undoubtedly due to the relaxing benefits 
of a good soak.

• Skylight: Even if the goal of a luxury 
bathroom is to leave the outside world 
outside, allowing some natural light inside 
is a great way to add a little extra calm to 
the room. Floor-to-ceiling windows may 
seem appealing in brochures or advertise-
ments, but such features do not create the 
sense of privacy many people prefer in 
their bathrooms. One or two skylights can 
create that sense of privacy and still allow 
for natural light to enter the room, making 
this an option that provides the best of 
both worlds.

These features and more can help 
homeowners transform their bathrooms 
into luxurious, relaxing respites from the 
outside world.

Bathroom • from page 30
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Weekly and Monthly Rates Available
fcrolloffdumpster@gmail.com

Dumpster 
Rentals

— Quick & Easy —
Clean Up Everything!

SERVICING GASCONADE AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES

314-960-5091

Get the service and results you deserve from a 
local contractor with a reputation you can trust.
FREE ESTIMATES | 5” OR 6” SEAMLESS GUTTERING
GUTTER COVERING 

Call or Text  |  573-466-8148 

Ken Yoder, Owner

Protect and Preserve Your Protect and Preserve Your 
Home with Seamless GuttersHome with Seamless Gutters

Brushcreekguttering.com

Pets bring many positive changes to 
households. Pets can make homes 
more lively, and the companionship 

of animals can reduce feelings of lone-
liness while offering additional health 
benefits to pet owners.

Individuals who are preparing to adopt 
or purchase pets need to be mindful that 
they may need to make changes at home 

Outdoor 
plants 

toxic to 
household 

pets

FOR THOSE witha dogs and cats that will spend time outdoors, it’s best to be aware of these potentially toxic plants.
See PETS on Page 33
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Where DesignWhere Design  
Meets Quality!Meets Quality!

SALES • SERVICES • INSTALLATIONSALES • SERVICES • INSTALLATION  

Proudly Serving  Proudly Serving  
Central Missouri for Central Missouri for 

over 40 years!over 40 years!

HVAC.REHAGEN@GMAIL.COMHVAC.REHAGEN@GMAIL.COM
WWW.REHAGENHVAC.COMWWW.REHAGENHVAC.COM

  573-455-2394573-455-2394

Spring is an excellent time to get your air Spring is an excellent time to get your air 
conditioning system checked and servicedconditioning system checked and serviced

Contact us to schedule an 
appointment!

The “BEST” Solution for your comfort concerns!The “BEST” Solution for your comfort concerns!

Pets • from page 32
to ensure residences are safe places for 
pets to reside. Much in the way new 
parents must assess the environs for 
potential hazards to babies, pet owners 
should conduct similar inspections. These 
safety checks should occur both inside 
and in the yard if pets will be spending 
time outdoors. Poisonous plants are a 
potentially hidden hazard prospective pet 
owners must address before bringing a 
new pet home.

People generally do not give much 
thought to the plants they include in their 
homes and yards beyond the care instruc-
tions and how they can add to the aesthet-
ic appeal. Homeowners may know if a 
plant likes the sun or shade, but they may 
not realize its potential for toxicity. That’s 
because adults in particular are not prone 
to ingesting the plants in their yard that 
are inedible, unlike curious pets that may 
sniff and nibble plants when exploring 
their environments. For those with dogs 
and cats that will spend time outdoors, 
it’s best to be aware of these potentially 
toxic plants, courtesy of the ASPCA, Dr. 
Buzby’s and Garden Design.

• Autumn crocus: There are various 
types of crocus plants, but the one most 

toxic to dogs is autumn crocus. The entire 
plant is toxic, but the highest concentra-
tion of toxic agent is found in the bulbs.

• Sago palm: People in warm climates 
may enjoy the look of palm trees on 
their properties. Despite its tropical and 
relaxing appearance, the Sago palm is 
extremely poisonous if ingested by pets, 
with the seeds being the most toxic part.

• Lily: Lilies are highly toxic to cats 
in particular. Even grooming pollen off of 
their fur or drinking water out of a vase 
where lilies are kept may cause kidney 
failure.

• Tulips and hyacinth: These early 
bloomers are beautiful flowers, but each 
contains a similar alkaloid toxin that is 
mild to moderately toxic to pets. Again, 
the highest concentration is found in the 
bulbs, which dogs or cats may dig up 
while exploring.

• Aloe vera: This soothing succulent 
may be part of an arid climate landscape. 
Aloe contains saponin, a toxin with 
foaming properties that can harm pets if 
ingested and cause severe dehydration.

• Begonia: A popular outdoor and 
houseplant, begonia has decorative 
flowers and attractive leaves. However, 

the plant can be toxic to cats and dogs if 
ingested, particularly the underground 
tubers.

• Azalea: This flowering shrub 
produces flowers in many colors, so it’s 
often present in household landscapes. 
It’s important to note that azaleas can be 
toxic to dogs and cats.

• Yew: American, Canadian and 
Japanese yew may be found around 
properties. These shrubs produce small 
red berries with green centers (almost 
looking like the reverse of a Spanish 
olive with pimento). Yew is toxic to cats 
and dogs.

• Dahlia: Dahlia produce flowers in 
different colors, so they are common in 
flower beds. However, these plants also 
are mildly toxic to pets.

Many toxic plants can irritate the 
gastrointestinal system in pets, potentially 
resulting in vomiting, diarrhea or lethar-
gy. Those who suspect a pet has ingested 
a poisonous plant should contact the 
ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center at 
888-426-4435 or their local veterinarian 
to learn about how to respond to possible 
exposure.

“There is a gar-
den in every 

childhood, an 
enchanted place 
where colors are 
brighter, the air 
softer, and the 
morning more 
fragrant than 
ever again.” 

—Elizabeth 
Lawrence



Bland, Missouri  |  573-646-3083

• Rock Hauling & 
Delivery 

• Top Soil Hauling 
& Delivery 

• Excavation
• Medium to 
Heavy Equipment 

Service & Repair
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DOG DAYS
Are Coming

 Make sure 
 your AC 
 is ready 
 to beat 
 the heat!

Call to book service today.

Wagner MechanicalWagner Mechanical

Air–Conditioning–Heating–Refrigeration
Total System Install, Repair, and Maintenance
Commercial & Residential • Sales & Service

Steve Wagner, Owner
600 Elm Ave. • Bland MO 65014 • 573-645-0290

Potential home buyers  typ-
ically have lists of require-
ments they would like to 

find in a new home. Although 
there are many features that are 
universally appreciated, certain 
elements may appeal to particu-
lar buyers more than others. For 
example, a swimming pool may 
be coveted by active families, 
but may not be as desirable to 
retirees looking for less upkeep.

Size is consideration that 
merits significant attention. The 
mantra “bigger is better” is well 
known, but homes with signifi-
cant square footage may not be 
ideal for all buyers. “How much 
home do I really need?” is an 
important question for buyers 
to ask themselves before they 
embark on their home-buying 
journeys. Here’s how buyers can 
identify how much house they 
need.
How many occupants will be  

living in the home?

The first consideration in 
home size is the number of 
residents. Rocket Mortgage says 
a good rule of thumb is to give 
each person 600 square feet of 
space. So that means a family of 
four would ideally live in a home 
that is 2,400 square feet, while 
a couple  may be fine in a 1,200 
square foot home.

Number of rooms
Generally speaking, the more 

rooms in a home, the larger the 
house. Potential buyers should 
identify rooms they feel are 
essential. While formal dining 
rooms once were de rigueur, they 
largely fell out of favor in recent 
years in lieu of open floor plans. 
The more rooms you need, the 
larger a home should be.

Potential life changes
It’s important to consider 

life changes on the horizon, and 
buyers should decide if they 
want to move as a result of those 
changes or if they want to set 

down strong roots and stay in 
one home. For example, a starter 
home may be perfect for new-
lyweds, but the space may be 
too tight when kids come along. 
Also, those who anticipate caring 
for a parent in the future may 
want a home that will accom-
modate an extra resident in the 
years ahead.

Tiny house movement
The trend to live in very small 

houses has gained popularity 
in recent years. Many people 
have chosen to live with less and 
downsize to diminutive homes. 
Most “tiny” homes are less than 
400 square feet and are not much 
bigger than some owner’s suites 
in larger homes. There are merits 
to small homes, and that includes 
a small environmental impact, 
less clutter, financial advantages, 
and other perks like spending 
more time outdoors.

Housing budget
Sometimes how much house 

a person needs comes down to 
how much he or she can afford. 
Small homes tend to be less 
expensive than large ones. How-
ever, even small homes in urban 
areas or those close to the water 

or other attractive amenities 
could still cost quite a bit.

Housing size is a personal 
preference that potential buyers 
must consider when they are 
shopping around.

How to determine how much house you need
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Landscape & Supply

573-437-7332

Your hometown, family owned and 
operated nursery/garden center with 

friendly personal assistance!

STOP BY OFTEN AND SEE 
WHAT’S NEW

Check Out What’s Blooming, Ask Questions, 
Gather Ideas, Enjoy The Sweet Fragrances, 

Beautiful Flowers And Fabulous Foliage

3500 Kuhne Road ~ Owensville, MO  
573-437-7332

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9  to 6; 
Sat. 9 to 2; Sun. 10 to 2

❃  HUNDREDS OF TREES, 
 CONTAINERIZED & BALL IN BURLAP
❃  MORE THAN 1000 SHRUBS
❃  GREAT SELECTION OF 
 EXCITING PERENNIALS
❃  COLORFUL ANNUALS 
 — Most grown here at our nursery
❃  VEGETABLE PLANTS
 — Grown right here at our nursery
❃  BEAUTIFUL HANGING 
 BASKETS
❃  LANDSCAPE BLOCK
❃  GREAT GIFT ITEMS
❃  LAWN & GARDEN SEEDS
❃  CHEMICALS, 
 FERTILIZERS... ETC.
❃  TOP SOIL, MULCH & GRAVEL call ahead

❃  LANDSCAPE SERVICES:

  Design, installation, maintenance, walls, 
       patios, walkways and water features

ENKE CONCRETE 
CONTRACTOR

PHONE: (573) 437-6657
Roger Enke Concrete Contractor

We do all types 
of Concrete 

Flatwork and 
Short Walls

Outdoor living spaces were prioritized during the early days 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, when public gatherings were 
greatly limited and individuals were urged to stay home 

as much as possible. Such demands have had a ripple effect on 
various industries, including home design. According to a survey 
conducted by the New Home Trends Institute in collaboration 
with Pro Builder, 58 percent of the more than 300 residential 
architects, designers and design-minded builders who participat-
ed said connection to the outdoors/nature will be an important 
influence on their design choices in the years to come. In addition, 
45 percent of respondents indicated increased attention will be 
afforded to outdoor entertaining spaces. 

So what might the outdoor spaces of homes built in the not-so-
distant future look like? Respondents to the survey anticipated a 
growing demand for various built-in outdoor features, including:

• Firepits or fireplaces
• Outdoor kitchens
• Gazebos or pergolas
• Pools
• Spas or hot tubs

Though trends and consumer demands are ever-shifting, archi-
tects and designers are anticipating that future homeowners will 
want more developed outdoor living spaces and greater access to 
nature, which is something current homeowners can keep in mind 
when renovating their properties.

The role of nature in home design in the years ahead

“My green thumb 

came only as 

a result of the 

mistakes I made 

while learning to 

see things from 

the plant’s point 

of view.” 

—Fred Dale
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RAAF'S LANDSCAPING
          SERVICE

Call for Pickup or Delivery!!!

☛ White & BroWn rock AvAilABle

573-437-4091  4 miles South of Owensville on Hwy. 19

• Dump Truck
   Hauling
• Bobcat Work
• Lawn Service
• Decomposed
  Cow Manure
• Landscaping Mulch

☛ reAsonABlerAtes
☛ WholesAle Pricing  for lArge loADs

Dark Oak Mulch...$17/bucket
Stained Black Oak Mulch...$22/bucket

Home improvement trends come and go, and one 
trend that has become wildly popular in re-
cent years is recognizable in yards every night. 

Landscape lighting has transformed how people see and 
enjoy their properties at night, making it one of the more 
sought-after upgrades among modern homeowners.

Curb appeal is often seen through the lens of how 
homes appear during daylight hours, but landscape 
lighting can make homes look better and more modern, 
and potentially safer, after the sun goes down. With such 
potential, landscape lighting is worth exploring for home-
owners looking to upgrade their properties.

Are there different types of landscape lighting?
When considering landscape lighting, homeowners 

should know that there are various options to consider. 
According to the lighting experts at Lumens, spotlights 
project a concentrated and narrow beam of light that’s 
usually around 45 degrees. Spotlights are often chosen to 
highlight specific features on a property, like a component 
of the landscaping. Individuals who want to cast light 
over wider, more general areas may consider floodlights, 
which Lumens notes spread light up to 120 degrees.

Inground lighting is among the more sophisticated 
landscape lighting options. Lumens notes that inground 
lighting illuminates the whole of a tree or structure, often 
creating a dramatic look. These circle-shaped lights also 

are great at illuminating walkways and driveways.
Post lights are another outdoor lighting option, and 

these are often used to light up long walkways and 
pathways so it’s easier and safer to navigate dark areas at 
night.

Is landscape lighting a job a DIYer can handle?
Many homeowners consider a do-it-yourself approach 

when pondering a potential home renovation, and a land-
scape lighting project is likely to inspire such curiosity as 
well. The home experts at HGTV note that the feasibility 
of DIY in regard to a landscape lighting project depends 
on the type of lighting homeowners want to install and 
where they want to install it. Replacing an existing elec-
trical fixture may be well within the skill of a seasoned 

DIYer, but installing a new fixture is a job best left to the 
professionals. Homeowners whose homes currently have 
no or very little landscape lighting are almost certainly 
better off working with a professional. Solar lighting 
that does not require any electrical work can be installed 
quickly and easily by anyone, but such options may not 
provide the look homeowners are aiming for.

How much lighting is necessary?
The amount of lighting homeowners want to install is 

up to them. If the home currently has little or no land-
scape lighting, a consultation with a professional can help 
to determine  how much lighting to install and where to 
install it. When discussing landscape lighting, homeown-
ers may want to inquire about dimmers. Dimmers can 
increase or decrease lighting depending on the situation. 
For example, homeowners may want a little extra light 
during a party, but less when relaxing alone outside at 
night. Dimmers allow homeowners to adjust as necessary.

Landscape lighting is a popular home renovation trend. 
Homeowners considering adding landscape lighting to 
their property are urged to work with a skilled profession-
al to devise and install a set-up that makes their homes 
more appealing at night. to be difficult. With an idea in 
place and some professional touches, an entirely new vibe 
can be achieved.

What to know about landscape lighting
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LUECKE'S 
ROOFING 
YOUR HOME IS THE LARGEST 

INVESTMENT YOU WILL MAKE. 
Protect the contents of your home with high 

quality exterior products installed by the 
roofing & siding experts at Luecke's Roofing. 

We have over 50 years of experience and 
have been serving Mid-Missouri since 1999. 

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING is worth exploring for homeowners looking to upgrade their properties.

“Let no one think 
that real garden-
ing is a bucolic 
and meditative 
occupation. It’s 
an insatiable 

passion, like ev-
erything else 

to which a man 
gives his heart.” 
—Karel Capek
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Office: 573-455-9990  |  Cell: 573-690-5513
Email: mikeschwartz19@yahoo.com
www.SchwartzRoofingLLC.com

10-YEAR WORKMANSHIP WARRANTY

ROOFING CENTRAL MISSOURI SINCE 1996
FREE ESTIMATES

WILLIAMS INSULATION
411 Piazza Rd. • St. James, Mo.

30+ Years In 
Business

Stop Throwing Money Out 
the Window. 

• Blown-in Fiberglass
• Fiberglass Batts
•Attics • Sidewalls
• Crawl Spaces
• New & Old Construction

FULLY INSURED • FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Insulate Today More for a Comfortable 
& Energy-Efficient Home All Year!

(573) 265-8940

Homeowners’ fasciation with a lush, green 
lawn is something that has developed over 
time and is still “growing” strong. Accord-

ing to a 2019 survey conducted on behalf of the 
National Association of Landscape Professionals, 
81 percent of all Americans had lawns and 79 
percent said a lawn is an important feature when 
buying or renting a property.

Even though lush lawns are still coveted, due to 
drought, the financial climate and even invading 
insect populations, many people are taking inven-
tory of their landscapes and deciding if a lawn is 
a priority, even going so far as to reinvent their 
spaces with lawn alternatives. Still, there are ways 
to keep properties green no matter which route 
is taken. Here’s a look at some environmentally 
friendly ways to address a landscape.

Irrigate from below
There are many ways to water landscapes, but 

How to keep your 
lawn looking 

green

See GREEN on Page 39
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Green • from page 38

homeowners may want to take their cues from the com-
mercial farming industry. Drip irrigation systems utilize a 
network of valves, pipes and tubing close to the roots of 
plants or under the soil. Such systems are more efficient 
than surface irrigation options, helping to save water and 
nutrients in the soil.

Water early
Scotts Lawn Care suggests watering a lawn in the 

morning before 10 a.m. when it is cooler and winds tend 
to be calmer. This ensures water can be absorbed into the 
soil and grass roots before evaporation occurs. Watering 
midday may cause the water droplets on the lawn blades 
to heat up and actually scorch the lawn.

Plant a new grass type
Homeowners can experiment with eco-friendly grass 

seed blends that mix native grasses and may not require 
as much water nor ideal growing conditions.

Utilize green alternatives
Rather than focusing solely on grass, some homeown-

ers are turning to alternatives like clover and even moss, 
particularly if their landscapes do not have the most 
pristine growing conditions. This may reduce the need 
for chemical fertilizers and herbicides. The result is still a 
green, inviting yard.

Watch the lawn height
Mowing too frequently or at too low a height may 

compromise the lawn’s ability to thrive. Grass cut to 
the proper height develops a deep root system to better 
locate water and nutrients in the soil. That means home-
owners may not have to water as much or as frequently. 

Taller lawns also shade the soil and the roots, reducing 
some evaporation.

Compost
Leave the clippings on the lawn to break down and 

further feed nutrients to the lawn, helping it look greener 
and thrive. Furthermore, rely on supplementation with 
compost to reinforce the nutrient profile in the soil. The 
National Resources Defense Council says composting 
is the natural process of recycling organic matter, such 
as leaves and food scraps, into a valuable fertilizer. It 
doesn’t take much to nurture compost in a yard.

Green landscapes are possible with a few tips that 
help conserve water and maximize natural resources.

“There is nothing that is comparable to it, as satisfactory or as thrilling 
as gathering vegetables one has grown.” 

—Alice B. Toklas

A LASTING 
IMPRESSION

If you’re interested in 
installing or replacing a 

PATIO, SIDEWALK OR DRIVEWAY
see us - your concrete specialists!

Create a beautiful appearance 

and functional outside with 

long-lasting concrete!

  Osage County ConcreteOsage County Concrete
428 Hwy. 50 W • Linn •  573-897-2149428 Hwy. 50 W • Linn •  573-897-2149
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www.RosebudTractor.com

Rosebud Tractor & Equipment Company
241 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, Mo. • 573-764-3393
RTE of Linn
1325 Main Street • Linn, Mo. • 573-764-2249
RTE of Morrison
1073 Hwy. 100 • Morrison, Mo. • 573-294-7191

Before you buy a mower ask yourself, who will service it?
We Stand Behind Every Mower We sell with Parts & Service You Can Trust

*Up to $500 off Titan®  and Timecutter® select models valid on purchases made by April 16, 2024. Rebates vary by model. See dealer 
for details.

www.toro.com

• MY RIDE® Comfort System 
• IronForged® Decks
• Smart Speed® Technology 
• Built with ProDNA

SELECT TITANS® AND 
TIMECUTTERS® NOW UP TO 

TimeCutter® Zero 
Turn Mowers 
starting at

$$3,1993,199
Model: 75748

$$500 500 offoff

With the weather 
warming up, now is 
the time to think about 

how you want your yard to serve 
your family, pets and wildlife. 
Maybe you’re aiming to have the 
best yard on the block, want to 
install an outdoor family room or 
outdoor office, or want to expand 
your space for entertaining. Per-
haps your kids or pets could use 
a better space for play. Regard-
less of need, now is the time to 
get “backyard ready” for spring. 
What tools do you need?

“Completing big outdoor jobs 
is always easier with help from 
outdoor power equipment,” said 
Kris Kiser, President and CEO of 
the Outdoor Power Equipment 
Institute (OPEI).  “The right out-
door power equipment can help 

you get the work done faster and 
can help you safely maintain 
your yard.” Here are some tips 
from Kiser to help you select the 
machinery you need to get the 
job done.

Plan your needs.  Draw a 
sketch of your yard. Include any 
major features like trees, bushes, 
an herb or vegetable garden, 
flower beds, lawn furniture, play 
or sports equipment, an outdoor 
patio, or bird bath. Note where 
maintenance may be required. 
Will bushes need to be trimmed 
back from your home or garage? 
Do you want to put in some 
flowering bushes or a tree? Are 
you planning to install a fence 
and more grass because for 
your pet? Now list the tools and 
equipment needed to take care of 
your yard, and what will make 

the job easier. 
Consider equipment needed. 

Visit your garage or shed and 
find your lawn and garden tools. 
Wheel out your mower and get 
out other equipment. Look it 
over and make a list of what is 
needed or could be upgraded. 
Repair anything that needs atten-
tion or identify where a newer or 
other machine is required. If you 
have a large vegetable garden, 
you may need a cultivator or til-
ler. If you have a large lawn, an 
upgrade to a riding lawn mower 
might make mowing easier. A 
string trimmer might make car-
ing for bushes or trimming grass 
near a fence line easier. A pole 
pruner can help trim back limbs 
that are too high to reach safely 
with a saw, and a leaf blower can 

clear leaves faster than a rake.
Research equipment online 

before you buy. Think about 
efficiencies of scale. The right 
equipment can mean more time 
for other activities, and make 
doing yard work more enjoy-
able, too. Doing online research 
in advance will help you pick 
the right equipment for the job.  
Outdoor power equipment can 
be gas, electric or battery pow-
ered, and technology is rapidly 
impacting product design. There 
are even robotic lawn mowers 
available today. Equipment may 
be sized to handle a smaller job 
or a massive one. Ultimately, 
your decision should be based on 
your needs.

Ask questions. Talk with the 
staff at the store or ask online 
about the equipment. In the 

store, ask to pick up and hold 
equipment to determine its “fit” 
for you. Discuss safety features 
and ask about manufacturer fu-
eling and care instructions. Find 
out how often equipment may 

need to be serviced.
Make a plan for storage and 

maintenance. Store your equip-
ment in a cool and dry place. It 
also should typically be serviced 
at the end of the fall and the be-

ginning of the spring. Put service 
dates on your calendar with a 
reminder.

For more information, go to 
www.opei.org. 

Shopping for yard equipment: things to know


